CHAPTER VIII
JUDGING CITRUS FRUITS

A QREAT many different scales have been proposed
from time to time for the judging of citrus fruits. In
1892 the Florida Horticultural Society adopted an official
scale together with rules and regulations. In 1894 the
Executive Committee of the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce adopted an official scale for California.

These scales, while most excellent as ideals toward
which to work, are but little used in citrus exhibitions for
the reason that their use requires too much time. The
judges are usually expected to judge hundreds of exhibits,
sometimes aggregating twenty or more carloads of fruit,
in twelve or fifteen hours. Obviously it is possible to use
the score-card only in those classes where competition is
very close, and in such cases the great value of the score-
card with a fixed scale is clearly evident.

The Florida rules require seven specimens to constitute
a plate entitled to entry. In California five specimens
are required.

Interest in citrus judging has been greatly stimulated,
in California, by the inauguration in 1911 of the National
Orange Show, which is held annually at San Bernardino,
and represents, for the Southwest at least, the citrus event

!J                 of the year.